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Instrumentation

Piccolo / Bass Flute
Alto Saxophone

Piano

Accordion

Violin

Contrabass



Performance Notes

General Abbreviations and Symbols

The score is in C.

o : Decrescendo to silence

Crescendo from silence

p : Gradual transition from one phase towards another

A XE A

quarter-tone sharp
three quarter-tone sharp

quarter-tone flat

Violin / Contrabass

SP / MSP
ST / MSP
ord / N

Ao

f
5

b
gliss.

_ gliss:
|
—

increase
left hand ord.
pressure o left hand
[ PYESSUI'\‘.'
C— N —
IV (with patafix)
L Violin |
\J
NV
& T
y A

sul ponticello / molto sul ponticello
sul tasto / molto sul tasto
ordinario / normale

let vibrate, the sound should not be damped after the
initial attack, but should be allowed to die away

tremolo, unmeasured

bartok pizzicato

glissando without vibrato

gradually increase pressure with bow to produce a loud and
grating sound

gradually decrease pressure with bow to ordinary playing
pressure

gradually increase the left hand pressure, the resultant
is a transition from harmonic to ordinario (vice-versa)

gradual transition from ordinary bow pressure to increased
bow pressure (noisy with tone clearly present yet distorted)
to complete scratch tone.

The performer places a small chunk of patafix made up into a
ball and places it on IV (pre-performance) somewhere roughly
halfway between the end of the fingerboard and the bridge.
Depending on the bowing position and pressure, the resultant is a
ghastly, high register, rich and somewhat noisy tone."

For execution:




Bass Flute / Piccolo

The score is in sounding pitches (indicated with the 8vb treble clef) for
Bass Flute and (indicated with the 8va treble clef) for piccolo.

J : ; 5

air sound breathe in breathe out flutter
(toneless) (air sound) (air sound) tongue
» @® : gradually go to full tone

» O ! gradually go to air sound

» © : gradually go to half tone
bhﬂﬁg- : bisbigliando/unmeasured. Follow the indications such
AMAMAAMAAAAAA as slow and fast to maintain a continuous transition
between different rates of change between fingerings.
—o o o o o o o . bisbigliando/measured. Emphasize the given phrase by

- changing the fingering at each tenuto marked note.

The performer may choose suitable fingerings for bisbigliando without
restriction, considering the clear colour change and rhythmical impetus.

B ot  breathein__—: 3 singular gesture achived by performing the given

e e — chromatic fingering while doing a continuous breathe

A pe Z

pp—oo————p——1 __, out - breathe in at given points (arrow up/down)

Alto Saxophone

The score is in sounding pitches.

$ j\ } ? ? Multiphonic Fingerings (Weiss)
8e 1 C9q )

. . o .
air sound brpathe out breathein harmonic flutter Ad _’_q* s~ . . o*
(toneless)  (air sound) (air sound) overblow tongue o . . ?Bb .
; . co ° O:
» @® : gradually go to full tone

C
0 % 5# L& .
» O : gradually go to air sound P . . i ;
» @ : gradually go to half tone @

bhﬂﬁg- : bisbigliando/unmeasured. Follow the indications such

as slow and fast to maintain a continuous transition
between different rates of change between fingerings.

0222020020222 00%0 1
‘ : gradually from normal playing to overblow

gradually from overblow to normal playing



Piano

Unless indicated otherwise, accidentals apply throughout the measures they
are used. Also, the same pitch class in different octaves are individualy
indicated for their accidentals.

The piano is prepared with the following materials:

Prepared with silicon sticks (G1 - Bbl - C2):
by inserting silicon stick in between the
indicated strings for a bell-like sound. The
approximate touch points should always be
chosen in between clear partial nodes in order
to create a bell-like indeterminate sonority.

For execution:

1AL

by covering the indicated range with duct
tape. There are various versions to achieve
this effect, but the setup shown is it
recommended due to its characteristic ‘
reduction of the tone, while still capturing
recognizable parts of it. The resultant should

be quasi-woodblock sonority.

Place the E-bows on Bb3 - E4 before the performance. The desired effect
is to maintain a continuous resonance of these tones without buzzing.

Metal slide on strings: with the left === =-== === = —

hand, swipe the metal slide lengthwise

on the indicated string(s), while 3 3 3 3
pressing the keys with the right hand.

The three-line staff indicates the

sliding motion with the lowest staff = | ° AN
being immediately in front of the | -.__r__

dampers and the highest line being the
furthest away from it, approximately.
The player should apply significant

pressure to eliminate buzzing to
maintain a continuous glissando effect.



Accordion

r1 \/ : outward/inward bellow movement, respectively.
LLH vib. : left hand vibrato. In accordance with the score, it
WVVVVVNVVYYY can be slow or fast.
abr Biittoi siebition turn on/off the air button (the middle staff is
ON OFF used for bellow-related actions, including the air
\ J button), the performer should immediately perform
ON/OFF actions following the notated beat through the
piece.
. e p > & ® 5 o 5
& = 7

The boxed material followed by an arrow indicates that this material
should be continued until a new box appears. One of this piece’s central
aspects is the “signal-1like” pointed repetition in the accordion, which is
designated by this boxed material. Therefore, the performer must maintain
a machine-like/static repetition as strictly as possible, providing a

pulsation that guides the overall work.



Composer's Notes

The intention in this work 1is to sonically investigate three
domains and their dramaturgical characteristics through the idea
of pulsation, physical and sonic effect of wearing off and
creating textural surfaces through timbral elements. Thus, the
listener 1is ©presented with strictly preserved pulsating
material, emitted as a ‘signal-like” repetition from the
accordion and its constant interruptions. The contradicting
domain of a stretched-out sonic surface and its eventual worn-
off state, reached through being frayed, 1is presented 1in
juxtaposition to this ever-lasting pulsation.

As part of investigating these three domains, not only the
continuation of +this pulsation but also its disappearance
presents a psychoacoustical phenomenon, by which a pseudo-
pulsation derived from the sonic residue that is imagined, a

central side effect of the work.

The piece is written for and dedicated to Schallfeld Ensemble,
as part of their residency at Mozarteum University Salzburg in

November 2025.
Ozkan Umutcan Bapbaci

Salzburg, 2025



written for Schallfeld Ensemble
as part of their residency at Mozarteum University

score in C PULSE | FRAY | SURFACE

for sextet
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